¢ e £33 €71 -3 -3 £33 0§ 1 ¢ T3

IS I |

g

uA.

!

i3

B i .2

.

Hockey player Joshua Desmond files suit against CHL for unpaid w...

file:///Q./C/CHL.Class Action.2004-14/Liability/Hockey player Josh...
527

This is Exhibit L) _referred toin the

T \LoJ
affidavit of ,M’f@_ls,;%\(_(\/_..
sworn before me, this — {}.@_,_._..,

¥

day

Tuesday, February 10, 2015
1:47 PM EST

ke {100+)

 HOCKEY

Loransy. 20 A

e

{*: Z;}r\.;r:is','s-i—(ar;ar for taking affidavits

Seaich The Ster
) Search tho smhlves
Sign In

HOME Sports / Hockey

NEWS
YOUR TORONTO

. CHL for unpaid wages

Joshua Desmond, a hockey player from Nova Scotia, has filed suit against the CHL for
unpaid wages in what may be the first of several such suits.
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Hockey player Joshua Desmond, formerly a defenceman for the Halifax Mooseheads, has
taunched & sult ageinst the CHL for unpaid wages.
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8y: Robert Cribb Foreign, Published on Wed Oct 31 2012

A 19-year-old hockey player in Nova Scotia has filed the first in what could become a
. string of union-supported claims for unpaid wages against Canadian Hockey League

SRS teams,
Mom accused of pot
m:vg‘hﬁ]? f‘;:;e Joshua Desmond, formerly a defenceman for the Halifax Mooscheads of the Quebec
positive Major Junior Hockey League, filed a comp!laint with Nova Scotia’s Labour Standards

Division last Friday alleging he is owed “approximately $12,000" based on average
hours of work between August of last year and April of this year.

. If successful, the complaint could open the door to a crush of similar claims worth
Video

potentially millions of dollars in retroactive pay.
E‘: :gﬁﬁ’:rﬁf of am filing this complaint because I was not being paid minimum wage,” Desmond
add up: Hébert wrote by hand on the complaint form.

He earned $48 per weck for approximately 41 hours of work, the complaint alleges.

Now playing for the Yarmouth Jr. A Mariners, the teen is being represented in his
labour complaint by a lawyer with the newly minted Canadian Hockey League Players’
Association.

Shutterbugs, tread
lightly in Toronto
parks

“While I was playing, I never even thought about wages,” said Desmond, who had five
goals and 11 assists in 52 games with the Moosehead last year.
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Dave Branch, president of the CHL, said his league is not in violation of any fedcral or
provincial laws,

Toronto.com: Now Wavas of

“We look upon our players as student athletes. We've never considered ourselves Open - Junked Food  excitement

professional. We are under Hockey Canada, which is the recognized amateur sports-
governing body.”

‘When the union first announced its plans in August, Branch issued a public statement
saying, “No junior hockey league in the world has made more changes to support the
best interest of its players both on and off the ice as the CHL.”

Bobby Smith, owner of the Mooschead, said the wages carned by his players is only the
beginning of the benefits they receive.

Travel expenses, sumtmer training, strength and conditioning coaches and psychologists
are all part of the compact, he says.

“For me, the deal is you're going to come and play for the Halifax Mooseheads and we'll
do everything we can to make you an NHL player,” he said in an interview. *If you don't
have it in you, we're going to pay for your education. I think it's e pretty darn good deal
and a far better deal than anyone might get if they said they deserved minimum wage.”

Desmond’s complaint appears to be just the first.

Cancer squor isstlil  Rick Steves: How to
fighting — after elght saeparate the worthy

The union is “preparing for Quebec players to take Jegal action with the Labour
Standards Commission to ensure ... they meet the minimum conditions of work in
Quebec,” said a French-language press release issued Tuesday. “Other CHL tcams will
soon be covered by similar approaches.”

")0

Asked how many more claims for unpaid wages are to come, CHLPA executive director
Georges Laraque said, “it depends on how negotiation goes with the Jeague. We have
lawyers working for us in every province. We can reinforce the law.”

The two sides have yet to meet,

The unpaid wages complaints are the latest — and perhaps most aggressive — strategy

B
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from the fledgling CHLPA. i

Last week, the union, still uncertified in Ontario, threatened legal action in a letter to Most Popular

CHL president David Branch, his Ontario clubs and Hockey Canada president Bob . .
Nicholson, alleging blatant disregard for the bare minimum working standards that Tim Hortons apologizes after water poured

have been set for employees.” on homeless man outside Vancouver store

The letter claims the league has failed to pay minimum wage, overtime, scverance or

vacation pay to players, allegedly in breach of Ontario labour legislation. Comics

“In the event that these ongoing violations are not immediately rectified, please be Death of U.S. woman held captive by
advised that we intend to commence legal procecdings,” the union letter prontises. Islamic State confirmed

Laragque, president of the proposed union, says higher wages for players isn't the Woman killed in Highway 401 crash
ultimate goal of the organization. The real aim is a better scholarship program for the

vast majority of players who will not make the NHL or otherwise have carcers in - Shirley Manson telis Kanye West to grow up
professional hockey. :

Currently, a player who doesn't enrol in an educational program within 18 months of

hanging up his skates loses access ta the scholarship funds. Leafs Scoreboard
That's not enough time, says Laraque. Tue, Feb 10
Minimum-wage demands like Desmond’s are leverage for a scholarship extension, T:30PMET

Laraque says; either the league necds to extend the time limit or face a flood of . NYRangers
minimum-wage demands. Toronto

Branch said no requests for changes to the league’s scholarship policy have been P'GV"?Y

formally tabled by the union,

The 18-month limit for enrolment in 2 post-secondary program was the result of Tus, Feb 10
consultation with parents who told the league not to make the time frame too long, he 7130 PMET
said.
NY Rangers
“They were concerned that the longer their kids were out of school, the less likely (it Toronto
20f5
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dialogue on with parents and players, We'll see.”

The CHLPA has other legal irons in the fire, reaching into the United States.

The Star recently reported a legal opinicn the union obtained from a U.S. law firm
indicating it has a strong case agoinst the CHL's eight U.S.-based teams for hreaching
American competition laws.

The opinion concluded that standardized wages given to players, regardless of their
abilities or experience, may well be found in court to breach U.S. law.

"It seems abundantly clear that league-wide restrictions which set compensation scales, .

bonuses, and other remuneration without any reliance on the market constitutes an
unreasonable restraint on trade,” concluded the legal memo from the firm of Willig,
Williams & Davidson.

“Itis clear that the CHL, its member leagues, and member teams have restricted trade
with respect to its players and has done so unreasonably.”

Payments to CHL players in all three leagues ate also uniformly fixed at $35 per week
for 16~ and 17-year-clds, $s0 for 18-year-olds, $60 for 19-year-olds, and $125 per week
by age 20, the memo says.

Laraque said if negotiations with the league fail, an anti-competition lawsuit will
proceed in the U.S, on behalf of players on the CHL's eight American teams.

More on thestar.com
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